
EPHRATA BOROUGH COUNCIL
WORK SESSION MINUTES

FEBRUARY 1, 2016

The Ephrata Borough Council Work Session was called to order by President Susan Rowe at 
7:00 PM on February 1, 2016 in the Council Chambers of the Borough Office, 124 South State 

Street.

The meeting began with a moment of silence followed by the Pledge of Allegiance

In attendance in addition to the President were Vice President Thomas Reinhold, President Pro 
Tem Melvin Weiler, Council Members Timothy Barr, Dale Hertzog, Linda Martin, Ricky 
Ressler, Victor Richard and Mayor Ralph Mowen.

Also in attendance were Borough Manager D. Robert Thompson, Police Chief William Harvey, 
Lt. Tom Shumaker, and Borough Solicitor James R. McManus, III, Esq.

Attending for the press were Gary Klinger of The Ephrata Review and Kurtis Covert from 
Lancaster Newspapers.  The following visitors were present:

Dennis Rowe, 214 East Main Street, Ephrata
Jean Lausch, 950 Hammon Avenue, Ephrata
Sara Allen, Ephrata
Susan I. Reber, Akron
Brian Hoffman, Ephrata
Tim Auker, 542 North State Street, Ephrata
George DiIlio, 30 Kings Court, Ephrata
Joanne Ressler, 245 Mason Drive, Ephrata
Joy Ashley, Ephrata Public Library
Elsa Bradford, Mt. Holly, New Jersey

SPECIAL ACTIONS OF COUNCIL

Public Safety Committee Recommendations

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed that Borough 
Council approve the hiring of Beth Rivera for the position of Police Officer effective February 8,
2016.  This will be a conditional offer of employment pending Miss Rivera’s successful passing 
of a physical and psychological examination and drug screening.  Miss Rivera will be subject to 
a one year probationary period beginning February 8, 2016 and ending February 8, 2017.

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed that Borough 
That Borough Council approve the hiring of Spencer Schutte for the position of Police Officer 
effective February 8, 2016.  This will be a conditional offer of employment pending Mr. 
Schutte’s successful passing of a physical and psychological examination and drug screening.  
Mr. Schutte will be subject to a one year probationary period beginning February 8, 2016 and 
ending February 8, 2017.

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed that Borough 
That Borough Council approve the hiring of Chad Allen for the position of Police Officer 
effective March 7, 2016.  This will be a conditional offer of employment pending Mr. Allen’s 
successful passing of a physical and psychological examination and drug screening.  Mr. Allen 

will be subject to a one year probationary period beginning March 7, 2016 and ending March 7, 
2017.

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed that Borough 
That Borough Council approve the hiring of David Sletta for the position of Police Officer 
effective March 7, 2016.  This will be a conditional offer of employment pending Mr. Sletta’s 
successful passing of a physical and psychological examination and drug screening.  Mr. Sletta 
will be subject to a one year probationary period beginning March 7, 2016 and ending March 7, 
2017.

Mayor Mowen administered the Oaths of Office.

Council recessed at 7:05 PM to meet and greet the new Officers.

Council reconvened at 7:14 PM.
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Opportunity for Citizens to be Heard

Mr. Brian Hoffman, 162 West King Street, said he had two things he’d like to bring to the 
attention of Council.

The great horned owls began nesting again on the bank of The Cloister this week.  Fortunately 
they will be back this year; however, it becomes very chaotic down there at time with traffic, 
parking blocking the roads, and pedestrians back and forth.  Mr. Hoffman said he would like 
Council and the appropriate committee to discuss this.  Maybe there are some different things to 
be done down there, because they will be back this year along with all the bird watchers.

Mr. Hoffman said he was a member of the 10-year comprehensive planning committee a while 
back which was adopted.  That 10-year comprehensive plan recognized among other things the 
importance that natural gas could play in revitalization of the Downtown and could provide a 
financially viable alternative to residents and businesses.  Mr. Hoffman said he is curious as to 
why gas main extension work has ceased.  It is Mr. Hoffman’s understanding that UGI has been 
held to a different installation standard in this community than they are normally required to.  
This involves them to bury their gas mains below the water and sewer lines in Ephrata Borough. 
According to Mr. Hoffman’s contact at UGI that is not typical.  They are installed at a uniform 
depth.  Mr. Hoffman thinks that is 24 to 36 inches below grade.  When they got to Ephrata they 
were asked to bury under water and sewer lines.  This can result in depths exceeding 8 to 10 feet.
They’re done.  Mr. Hoffman said he doesn’t know what discussions followed.  Mr. Hoffman said
his understanding is that on Pine Street there was a business where the gas main came out.  Pine 
Street was being resurfaced from State over through at the end of last year.  That business did not
get gas because UGI’s installers refused to dig down and then come back up and dig down and 
then come back up again.  UGI said they were not going to do it, and the Borough wanted it done
before the repaving work was done.  That business didn’t get gas.  Mr. Hoffman said he has a 
business in Ephrata on Main Street, and he would like availability of gas.

Mr. Hoffman has ownership in a business on the square and would natural gas there.  Mr. 
Hoffman also has a home on King Street and would like gas there.  Since the Borough 
administration stated that they will accommodate the expansion of natural gas lines within the 
borough Mr. Hoffman is curious as to how accommodating we are in regard to what he just said.

Mr. Hoffman said he is confused.  President Rowe said she does have notes and will be in touch 
with the Borough Manager to see if it needs to be put on a Committee meeting.

There were no other comments or remarks from attendees.

Discussion of Committee Actions

The Committee Chairs reviewed and discussed their work session items.

Opportunity for Citizens to be Heard

There were no comments from attendees.

Recommendations

Public Safety Committee

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed that Borough 
Council ratify the Declaration of Snow Emergency issued Midnight January 22, 2016.

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed by roll call 
vote that Borough Council authorize a four year leasing agreement with Santander in the amount 
of $521,569.76 plus leasing costs for the purchase of police vehicles.  This lease shall be in a 
form acceptable to the Borough Solicitor.

It was moved by Mr. Weiler, seconded by Mr. Reinhold, and unanimously passed by roll call 
vote that Borough Council authorize the purchase of eight (8) Dodge Chargers and four (4) Ford 
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Interceptor SUVs for the fleet through the COSTARS cooperative purchasing program from 
Hondru Ford of Manheim in an amount not to exceed $521,569.76.

Discussion/Announcements

Mr. Reinhold thanked the Public Works guys for doing the best job they possibly could with the 
storm we had last weekend.  Mr. Reinhold said it took a lot of days to clear a lot of intersections.

Mayor Mowen said he was out at a dinner engagement when a person asked him or told him that 
they understand that the Borough cleaned the trail all the way through Akron.  Is that true?

Mr. Thompson said yes and no.  He actually had a meeting on the Monday following the storm 
with Akron Borough Manager Guers.  They have a tool cat with a snow blower on the front that 
needed gas.  They used the trail to drive from Akron to Wawa to fill it up.  Mr. Thompson asked 
Mr. Guers if while they were doing so did they clear the trail on behalf of Ephrata Borough and 
his response was yes he did.  They cleared that portion of the trail while they came to get gas.

Mayor Mowen echoed Mr. Reinhold.  Mayor Mowen had several residents tell him that they 
were pleased with the job the borough did cleaning the streets.  People did take note.

Mr. Thompson asked the Borough Council members to stick around for their signature on the 
Declaration of Snow Emergency; there are two copies please sign both.  That way we can make 
sure we are in a position to receive any state or federal funds.

Mr. Thompson said he was asked to get Council together for a picture for the website.  Mr. 
Thompson will give Council a week’s notice.

ADJOURNMENT

It was moved by Mr. Hertzog, seconded by Mr. Weiler to adjourn.  The meeting was adjourned 
at 7:50 PM.

Respectfully submitted,

_________________________
D. Robert Thompson, Secretary


